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loyalty was beyond question and who was close!
by ties of kinship with the royal house.

Rajaram's funeral ceremonies were performed by Jivaji
Raje Bhosle. He was the direct descendant of Vithoji
Bhosle, younger brother of Maloji Bhosle and Shivaji's
great uncle. To keep alive the regent's memory, Ramchandra
Bavdekar built on the edge of Sinhgad fortress a temple
to Shiva. The temple was handsomely endowed with
lands and money and may still be seen in undiminished
splendour. Rajaram left two sons, Shivaji by Tarabai,
Sambhaji by Rajasbai, and a daughter Soyarabai by
Jankibai' his first wife, who had died in his early manhood.
He left also a childless widow, Ambikabai, whose only
daughter had died at Jinji. At the time of the regent's
death, Tarabai, Rajasbai and their two sons were at Panhala.
Ambikabai was at Vishalgad. Directly she heard the news
of her husband's death, she declared her intention of
burning herself as a sail. Several curious legends have
centred round this brave lady's death. According to one
tale, the commandant of Vishalgad laughed at her decla-
ration and observed that it was but a sorry pretext for
breaking through the restraints of the zanana. Ambikabai
indignantly repudiated the charge and the gods supported
her by striking blind the impious commandant. He humbly
begged the queen's pardon and at her intercession, heaven
restored the guilty wretch's sight. She then ordered a
pyre to be prepared that she might burn herself alive.
Her officers, however, urged that this was impossible.
Rajaram had died three days before and his body had
been already burnt. She should have burnt herself either
with him or at any rate on the day of his death. She met
this objection by pointing out that so far as she was
concerned, it was the day of his death. She had only just
heard of it. She then ordered wood for the pyre to be
brought from Malkapur, Again her officers objected that

* Jankibai waa the daughter of Praiaprao Gujar, Soyarabai married Bajaji
NimbaJkar, see vol. I, p. 243*